
 NEW FROM OXFORD 
 

The Anatomy of Myth 

Michael Herren 

Praise for The Anatomy of 
Myth: 
 
"Building on decades of 
classroom experience and 
scholarly research, Herren has 
produced a lively and original book that traces 
the evolution of classical myth from its archaic 
Greek origins down to the fifth C. CE. Both the 
teacher's irreverent and provocative voice and 
the scholar's sober one explain how myths are 
philosophized, allegorized, historicized, and 
invented. Herren gives Neoplatonic and 
Christian exegetes and the Jewish and Christian 
Bible their due. This thoughtful book links the 
history of myth to timeless and important 
intellectual issues such as monotheism, atheism, 
and modern debates on censorship, 
pornography, and violence." --Danuta Shanzer, 
University of Vienna  
 
"Herren's goal is to shed light on how ancient 
Greek developments paved the way for the 
'open, pluralistic society' of the West today. 
Hence the main target of the book is a highly 
topical one: the 'persistence and growth of 
fundamentalist belief systems in our own times,' 
in counterpoint with secular forms of modern 
intellectual engagement with the biggest 
questions posed by life, and the 'new 
phenomenon' of a proselytizing atheism. The 
book resists obvious comparison or competitors, 
and the length, style, and general tone will work 
very well with undergraduates especially. A 
strong recommendation." --John Magee, 
University of Toronto  

Michael Herren, B.A. (Claremont), M.S.L. (Pon fical Ins tute of Medieval Studies), Ph.D. (Classics, Toronto), has published and lectured 
widely on the La n literature and culture of late an quity and the early Middle Ages. His work includes cri cal edi ons and 
transla ons, the history of texts, medieval mythography, and the study of Greek in the Middle Ages. He con nues to teach and 
supervise students at York University and the University of Toronto.  
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